
Grants and Activities
1 Burke ESFR contract signed. 3 Burke URP, 3 Caldwell URP, 1 Valdese SSH, 2 Burke 
ESFR put out to bid. Closed out Building Reuse in Morganton. Awarded new Small 
Business Loan in Morganton.

CD Staff submitted NC Commerce Building Reuse closeout documents for a $500k 
grant on behalf of Burke County and Synergy Labs. The Hildebran-based pet products 
manufacturer renovated a former hosiery site and created more than 42 new, full-time 
jobs. 

Staff worked with local governments to apply for two (2) Building Reuse grant 
applications. Burke County submitted a $100k request for Project Downy, which will 
create 19 jobs and leverage $2.3 M in private investment. Claremont submitted a 
$450k request for Project Firestorm to create 60 jobs and leverage $40M in private 
investment. 

The region received $2.25M for 3 Scattered Site Housing Rehabilitations grants. 
The NC Dept of Commerce provided $750k each to Newton, Rhodhiss and Catawba 
County to rehabilitate 15 substandard housing units in their jurisdictions.
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Admin

• Administration is working with the Regional Housing Authority 
to recruit for a new Housing Specialist position.

• Staff have begun the process of updating the Western Piedmont 
Local Government Director that will be available beginning in 
January 2021
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Please note that November's numbers refl ect a Governor declared State of Emergency and Phase III - Safety Protocols.
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Meetings - Site usage for outside agencies 
and the public has been suspended until the 
Governor's Executive Order changes or sets new 
rules for gatherings. The WPCOG offi ces remain 
closed to the public.
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5
Trans. 
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Transportation

• Reviewed changes in 160D legislative requirements/optional 
requirements for re-writing zoning/subdivision codes

• Held 160D presentation for Planning Boards and Town 
Councils on required changes and optional requirements

• Staff held fi rst steering committee meeting for the Drexel 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Began developing town specifi c stormwater information 
pamphlets

5 Ongoing 
Zoning 

Violations

4 Planning 
Board 

Meetings

8 Council & 
Commission 

Meetings

Zoning 
Enforcement 

Letters

0

• Inventoried sidewalk conditions in Sawmills
• Compiled 29 surveys for Sawmills Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
• Completed walking audit of Hillcrest area of Morganton
• Participated in two webinars for Walkability Academy

39

Environmental
Planning

Data
Requests

• Completed data Charts for Section 1, 
2, 3 and 4 for Hickory Equity Report

• Updated regional building permit 
database 

• Analysis of Construction Employment 
data for Olive Hill Resource Center 

• Completed November Hickory 
Economic Indicators Report

• Updated County foreclosure database 
• Generated large mark-up maps for 

Hildebran Rec Plan public meeting
• Completed Hickory drone contract
• Code Enforcement App updates
• Updated Claremont work order app
• Drone recertifi cation Part107 study
• Continued work on storm water app

ger 
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17
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24730

16 Catawba

• ADA Conover plan work – 
draft submitted

• Sidewalk walking audit for 
Hildebran, Morganton 
and Sawmills 

• Writeups for recreation in 
Burke and Alexander Co.

1
Development 

Closed Out

• Submitted Municipal Illicit 
Discharge Plan to NCDEQ 

• Submitted Municipal 
Operation & Maintenance 
Plan to NCDEQ 

• Inventorying potential 
stormwater pollutant areas 
in Caldwell

29
Violations 
Resolved

SCHOLARSHIP & TRAINING INDUSTRY

1
Permits 

Approved

40% Transportation

10% Business

RHA BY THE NUMBERS

12 Hard to House Families

23 New Admissions

4 New Landlords

98 Recertifi cations Completed

13 Active Participants Pending 
Transfers to new units

30% Health Science

10% Human Services

10% Arts
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